Application for Project Affiliation with BASIS

General Guidance 

The primary aim of the network is to facilitate and provide a platform for the study of infants at-risk for autism in the UK. This is achieved by establishing a national focal point for recruitment, the maintenance of a participant database that can be used by scientific projects affiliated with the network, and through scientific meetings and training.  Secondary aims are: (a) to provide a national strategic focus and direction for infant siblings research in the UK; (b) to facilitate collaboration between clinical scientists and basic scientists working on infant siblings within the UK, and (c) to provide and disseminate public information for families involved in research.

Support requested from the network can fall under the following categories:

1. Recruitment using the Network Database.

2. Assessment using the Network Protocol (including measures within the first year and follow-up assessment).

3. Access to existing data from the Network Data Repository. 

Proposals submitted to the network will be evaluated by the Scientific Board on the basis of the following criteria:

1. Scientific merit and potential contribution in relation to the strategic aims of the network.

2. Justification for siblings design, i.e., the scientific questions relate specifically to infants at-risk for autism. 

3. Feasibility in relation to available network resources and the number of projects affiliated with the network during a given period.

Studies requiring collection of new data must also have: 

4. Adequate independent scientific peer review (usually organised by the body awarding funding).

5. Secure funding through open competition.

6. Ethical approval from a recognized research ethics committee.

Information requested in this application is required prior to the proposal being discussed by the Scientific Board. The time it takes to evaluate proposals varies depending on the scale of the request and whether or not the proposal needs to be discussed at the Scientific Board biannual meeting. The network coordinator will contact the Principal Investigator with further details within two weeks of receipt of the completed form. 
Approved projects need to adhere to the network’s policies on Ethics, Data Sharing, Authorship and Publication. Approved projects that have not secured funding by the date of approval by the Scientific Board will be required to provide an annual update on the status of any relevant funding application.
Any questions or clarification please contact the network coordinator:

Teodora Gliga
Centre for Brain and Cognitive Development

Birkbeck, University of London

Henry Wellcome Building, London WC1E 7HX

Tel: 020 3073 8038 - Fax: 020 7631 6587
email: t.gliga@bbk.ac.uk
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SECTION 1 – CLASSIFICATION

Please tick any of the following if they pertain to your proposal:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A) Access to existing Network Protocol data

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B) Access to existing affiliated project data

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 C) Collection of new data from Network Protocol 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 D) Collection of new data from new study protocol

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E) Other requests

SECTION 2 – PROPOSAL SUMMARY:

1. Aims 

Please describe the aims of the study and the relevant scientific background, including specific questions/hypotheses.

	


2. Relationship to the Network’s strategic aims 

Please describe how this study relates to the network strategic aims including why a group of infant siblings of children diagnosed with autism is essential for this study.

	


3. Research protocol

Describe participant characteristics and measures including, sample size, age of participants, inclusion and exclusion criteria, number of visits, description and frequency of measures. Measures included in the Network Protocol need to be included here in relation to the proposed study. When proposing new measures please explain how these measures differ from the ones currently used in the Network Protocol or those being used by projects currently affiliated with the network.

	


SECTION 3 - FUNDING STATUS / ARRANGEMENTS

If funding for this study has been awarded, please answer question 1.

If a funding application has been submitted to the funding body, please answer question 2.

If funding has not yet been applied for, please answer question 3.

Please complete question 4 for all studies.

1. Funding Awarded

	


a) Funding body:

	


b) Amount of funding:

	


d) Date funding awarded:

	


e) Date award starts:

	


f) Date award ends:

2. Funding Application Submitted to Funding Body

	


a) Funding body applied to:

	  


b) Amount of funding applied for:

	


c) What is funding to be used for?

	  


d) Date of notification of 

funding (if known):


3.  Funding not yet applied for
	


a) Which funding body do you plan to apply to?

	  


b) How much funding do you anticipate needing? 
4.  Will any of this funding be used to contribute towards recruitment and administration of the Network Protocol for the infants taking part in the proposed study? If YES, please provide further details.
	


SECTION 4 – ETHICS 
If ethical approval has been awarded for this study, please answer question 1. 

If approval for this study has been applied for, please answer question 2.

	


1. a) Date of approval

	


    b) Name of committee

	


2. a) Date submitted 

	


    b) Name of committee

	


    c) Date of decision, if known

SECTION 5 – SUPPORT
Please state exactly what support is required from the network (e.g., recruitment, assessment using the Network Protocol, etc.). Details of the support that the network can provide can be found in the guidance document at the beginning of this application. 

	


SECTION 6 –CONTRIBUTION TO THE NETWORK:
Please specify what data collected for the proposed study will be contributed towards the Network Data Repository (beyond the Network Protocol). Comment on any additional contribution the proposed project is likely to achieve for the network.

	


SECTION 7 – FURTHER INFORMATION:
Please add any further details about the study which you feel are relevant for this proposal.
	


